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Auro-Mira Service Society

Sri Aurobindo Ashram - (Delhi Branch, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi 110016

Report of activitiesin Kechla, Dt. Koraput, Odisha, during 2011-12

AURO-MIRA SERVICE SOCIETY started itsnew journey in Kechlain 2004. It wasajourney with
apurpose of improving the social and economic status of thetriba population.

Theslence, the coolness, the calmnessreveal the spirit of Kechla. Theinnocent laughter of childrenand
thechirping of birdsfill theair. The swaying of flowers, theraysof the sun descendsand awakensevery heart.
Amidst the peace and tranquillity, the AURO-MIRA SERVICE SOCIETY reached new horizons of

growthinKechla

Auro-MiraVidyaMandir

Your children are not your children, they are the sons and daughters of life’s longing for itself
You may give them your love but not your thoughts, for they have their own thoughts
They come through you but not from you, and though they are with you yet they belong not to you
You may house their bodies but not their souls, for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,
Which you cannot visit , not even in your dreams
You may strive to be like them but seek not to make them like you!

— Khalil Gibran



Nestled amongst hillockswith the Kolab reservoir just round
thecorner, theAuro MiraVidyaMandirishometo nearly 79 children.
Spacious, withtranquility in abundance, the pristinesurroundingslend
aspecia hueto the school.

Another year hasgone by and the school hastaken yet another
leap of faith. The surge ahead like always has been challenging,
adventurous as well as )

and fI owerspl anted last
: —== year have al bloomed,
adding colour and greenery to the campus. So has the number of |
studentsstayingin the school campus. In 2011 the number of students
inthe school increased from 221079, with children asyoung assix
years now part of the school.
Thisisthe4th year of the school and whilethejourney hascome
with itsown set of challenges, the progress too has been madein
leapsand bounds.

Inauguration of New School Buildin

February 26th
Inthetwo day program, after hoisting of the Mother’ sflag, the children demonstrated their physical agility

and skills on the 26th of
February and began the
day with a mass drill in
whichall school children |~ =
participated. Thechildren = =
asodisplayedtheir agility s

and determination by
participating in various
§ sporting activities like
o | dumbbells, umbrella
exercise, gymnasticsand
pyramid building. The
guestsweretaken around
the campus of the school
andtheAuro-MiraService
Society land on a sight-
seeingtour. Intheevening
lightsof aspirationwerelit,
bhajan chanting wasdone
inthemeditationhal. After
dinner, school children put

up aprogram of tribal dances.

February 27th

Building brick by brick

‘A labour of love, joy and sweat together’

Thenew school building wasinaugurated on 27th February, 2012 |y
by Mr. Brij Sapru and Dr. (Mrs.) Krishna Sapru, who funded the
entire cost of the construction of the school building. The school was
builtinthememory of their daughter M s. Anuradha Sapru Kohl who
left for her heavenly abode in 2010. Family members Raj, Babu,




participateinthefunction.
Tara didi from Sri
AurobindoAshram-Delhi
Branch wasalso present.
Tara didi as
chairperson of Auro-Mira
| Service Society welcomed
| thegueststotheinaugural
| function. Sheinitiated the
program by chanting afew
lines from the ‘Durga
Sotra’. It wasfollowed by
ameditation session with
mother’smusic playingin
the background.
Thechildrenalso put
upanexhibition of their art
& craft objects, stories/
poemscreated by them, as
well as an exhibition of
flowers. Dedicating the
flower exhibition to The
Mother, thechildren spoke
about the spiritua connect
of manand natureand how
The Mother loved
flowers.
Intheafternoon many

Urmila, Deepak, Pronita, Alka, and Sadhana mm“m

also traveled from the United States tO (7, 74 February 28, 2072

inaugurated

KORAPUT: Scholars and
researchers on education
from across the country
joined children in
celebrating the
inauguration of the school
building of Auro-Mira
Vidya Mandir at Kechla
near Koraput on Monday .
An exhibition of the
creative work by children
was organised .




trees were planted on the campus by the
invited guests.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Ajungle Gym and new Swingswereinstalled in the school in 2011 for the children to havefun.

During thecourseof last year the school aso managedto procure
some sports equipment. Our newly acquired eight new bicyclesare
the prized possessions of our children and many of them can be seen
zipping around in the open spaces around the school. In order to
providethe children with additional sporting opportunities, some
gudentsfromMIS(Mother’sInternationa School) throughacollective
effort managed to buy sportsshoesfor the children. Thiswasanoble
gestureand wasdonewith theintention that various sporting activities
€ could beaccomplished by the childrenwith much more comfort and
ease.

Last year anew and alarger kitchen spacewasa so constructed,

with anew shed for stacking firewood.

LIBRARY
Booksgalore
‘Under a stack of books, | discovered the joy of seeking and
learning’

The library has
adwaysbeenafavoritewith
our children. Whether it's
reading or writing, drawing  [S5s
or story-telling; thelibrary
is one of the most
cherished spacesintheschoal. Thelibrary islined up with largeracks,
with each rack neatly stacked with books. Through the year we
collected several old and new story booksfor the children.

MUSIC& MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Hitting theright note
‘Mile sur mera tumhara to sur bane hamara’

Two groupsof studentsfrom MI1Swho visited the school |ast year, gave our young children an exposureto
different kindsof music. From atableto aplastic bottle, awooden stool, everything was used to produce some
musical notes, even utensilsweren’t spared! The children had no complaints; they enjoyed the beatsand the
rhythm and danced tothemusic.
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Hedthiswedth

‘Cleanlinessis next to godliness

Manasmayee and Puspashreewho aso camefrom
Mirambikaprovided thechildrenwithanew insght into
music, using aflute. Thechildrenweretaught toplay ‘sa,
re,ga, ma withafluteandthey lovedit. Thechildren
showed grest interest, willingnessand enthusasmtotake
forward whatever littlethey had learnt, by continuing to
play thefluteevery afternoon right after their lunch break.

Taradidi dso provided thechildrenwithafew, small
musical instrumentswhen she visited the school. The
children continueto useit during their Ssnging/ meditation
timeevery day.

HEALTHAND HYGIENE

Theschool hasawaystreated good health and hygiene of the studentswith utmost importance. Thechildren
aretrained and monitored regularly to ensurethat they practice hygieneintheir everyday life sothat they stay

Dy professiona
fromAuroville

' guidance and help from

hedlthy andremainfit.
Every week theteachersat the school made surethat the children
have abath with turmeric powder, boiled neemand karan) leaves-

| alocaly grownherbwith medicind vaueswhichisvery effectivefor

any skin-related problem. Specia treatment for our childrenfor skin
and other minor problems also took place.
Thechildrenareencouraged tofollow ahedlthy routineof taking

| abath, washi ngtheir clothesand putting their blanketsout inthesun
| everyday.

Under the continuous

Dr.Baveja, Dr. (Mrs.)
Parul Mohan, Dr. (Mrs.) |
Surinder Pradhan, Dr.
Srinivas, regular check |
up’s were conducted for
thechildrenthroughoutthe =
year. ,
The year also saw
visit to the school by a
group of dentists from
Aurovillewho checkedthe
childrenintheschool for |

their dental problems. Apart from scaling and cleaning of theteeth,
filling up the cavities, the dentist group extended their graciousnessby
providing afreetooth brush and tooth pasteto each child inthe school.

GUESTS
Atithidevobhava

‘| welcome thee to my abode, as we connect heart and soul’

| Health checkup by Dr. Parul Mohan |

The AuroMiraVidyaMandir played host to alarge number of friendsand dignitariesal of whom connected
wonderfully withthe children of the schoal.



Theyear started with |
thevisit of Dr. Parul Mohan
and Shri Gaurav Mohanwho
cameinMay. Parul didi did
acomplete health check-up
&4 for all the chil dren, &
prescribed aswell assend §
medicinesfor them. 3
_ Pratibhadi, an artist
i herself, worked on art and
W craftwith children of al groups. Thechildren enjoyed theplay of colour

& and creativity, while Pratibhadi taught and exposed themto variousart
forms- both traditional and modern. All childrenloved rangoli-making,
painting with crayons, water colours, oil pastelsand fabric paint. Her
lessonsin origami or paper craft wereahit with the children. Inthe
4 sessionswiththe mango group (age6-7 years), Pratibhadi introduced
the Englishettersthroughinnovative drawings. Theschool had ayoung
visitor too, Pratibhadi’s son nineyear old | shaan, who helped the children with
their reading and al so taught them afew dance stepswhich dl thechildrenreally
enjoyed.

Yogesh sir fromMIS (The Mother’sInternational School) worked very
patiently both with theteachersaswell asthe studentsin an attempt to improve
their reading and writing skillsinthe Hindi language. Heworked patiently withall &
the groups, and used some language gamesto improvetheir pronunciationin |-
Hindi. His post-dinner tales from the Mahabharat had many takersfrom the
children aswell astheteachers. B

Just like the last few years B
Sulochanadidi paid avisit thisyear
too, dongwith her team. Sheworked
with theteacherson how toinitiate
language-learning withthe children.
Sheplayed somelanguagegameswith
the children along with her team members. Her visit also saw the
cregtion of someoriginal songsand gamesthat evolved asaresult of
severa group discussionsthat were conducted. Someteachersfrom
Gopinathpur and Pottangi areaiin district Koraput also participated
inthese group discussions. She also worked on the report-writing
killsof theteachersalong with Satlej didi.

Apart from Sulochanadidi, VVaibhav, Beengpani, Jyotirmayi, Baren
Bhalya, Prashant, Rina Di, Saswati, Niharika, Mani, Radhakant,
Rabindra, al of whom camefrom Mirambika, New Delhi, to spend
sometimewiththechildren
intheschool.

Vaibhav worked
exclusvey withthe*New |
Crestion’ group. Hehelped
them  with  their
pronunciation and voice |
modulation. Beenapani
enjoyed working with the
‘flower’ group. She helped settle down the ‘flower’ group that has
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theyoungest childreninthe
school. Jyotirmayi di
worked with the ‘new
creation’ and
‘ concentration’ groupsand
taught them some
interesting dance
movements. Jyoti Priya
who worked with the
mango group, helped
childrenintheir snging, dancmg andenjoyedtellingthem stories. She
aso guided thegroup teacher onhow to chooseagtory for thechildren.
Barenbhaya, Prashant and
Rinadidi dsoworkedwith
the‘new creation’ group.
Barenbhayaledtheentire
group of teachers and 8
students on how to work
on an integrated project. ||
£ Duringhisstay inKechla,
he conducted asessionon
leaveswhich the children
enjoyed thoroughly.
Saswati and Niharikaworked withthe‘mango’ group. They helped
theteacher inbringing about atransition from structured drawingtoa
freeflowing style. Hasyamayi spent acouple of daysand helpedin
organizing theschool library.

Dr. SatyaPrakash Dasfrom the Indian Statistics I nstitute al so
g visited Kechlaand spent four daysat the school. The studentsreally
enjoyed history-telling sessons.

_ ) : Vivek Gupta, Sondi Gupta, BhuvanaNandkumar, Parthiv, Garg,

Dr. Abhilash Nayak, Regional Director, | A rjay and Hersh also cameto the school . Vivek bhaiyataught some

|GNOU), with AMVM crildren devotional songsof Ram and Hanuman which the childrenreally
enjoyed. Hea so taught themanew song ‘jismalamein Ram nahin'.

A young friend from USA, Parthiv put inahugeeffort and acquired old aswell asnew crayons, pencils,
puzzles, toysand gamesfrom hisfriendsin the USA and distributed these amongst the childreninthe school. He
hasworked towards collecting material even after going back from
Kechla. He hastaken therole of agoodwill ambassador for Auro-
MiraVidyaMandir and will work towardsimproving the school. .

Theschool dso had avisitor fromthe United States. Annie spent
amonth in Kechla and conducted story-telling sessions with the
childrenevery day after dinner. With her accent however, somechildren §
foundit alittledifficult to understand, whiletheothersunderstood her §
with completeease.

We a so had M adhusudan Singhaniafrom Cal cuttawho came
onabrief two-day visit to the school. During hisstay the * mango’
group put up adramaand some action songswhich enthralled him.

MIS Summer Camp

In the month of December, agroup of about 70 children from MIS cameto theAuro MiraVidyaMandir
asapart of their summer camp. Whileenjoying beinginthelap of nature, they exploredthe hillsaround and did




some trekking as well.
Dancing and singing
% formedanintegra part of
! the group’s visit to the
¥ school at Kechla. The
children of the school adso
e took thevisiting students
foravigttother village.

Shimita didi who
was accompanying the
MIS students took out
timeto bewith our children and taught them clay modeling and how
to draw aportrait.

=3

Hirabhaiyaal so accompanying
the MISchildren taught massdrill,
gymnastics and ‘sari dance’ from
Rajasthan to the children at the
school. The children enjoyed the
exercisesand participatedinall the
activitieswith alot of enthusiasm.

. Jayanto da from the Ashram

¢ was instrumental in helping the
§ children overcometheir physical fear by demonstrating and then encouraging
the children to participatein river-crossing and rappelling. Healso did some
exercises and fun games with the
children.

January, 2012 saw another
group from MIS at the school. A
group of 60 children from class X| cameherefor their community- |
work camp. The children whose education is sponsored by the
Aurobindo Ashram, New Delhi and studying in other integral and
resdentia schoolsinIndrawati, Raigada, Kotpad and Bmaligudain
and around K oraput also participated in the camp. Children from |
MISworked with all the childreninaratio of 1:2 for seven days. |
They workedwithdl thegroupsof theschool and taught themlanguage, -
math, clay modeling, dance, musicand plays. Thetrip culminated with
an exhibition and aplay on the final day. Jayanti di who was also
accompanying the group from MIS, took afew classes with the
teachersat the school on child psychology. She also worked with
somechildren from the school. These sessonswere conducted using
worksheets. Towardsthe end of the session, the children weremade
to compl ete some worksheets based on their individual perception
andimagination.

Nishadidi, also from MIS conducted an athletic meet for the
whole school aong with her students. Children enjoyed high jump,
long jump, relay race, cross country and somefun games. Children
actively participated in al thegamesand sports.

Dr. SubasPani, former Chief Secretary from Orissa, dso paid the school ashort visit. TheDigtrict Collector
Mr. Sachin R Jadhav along with the BDO of Koraput, SoojataMishraalso cameto the school. The children
choose’ India asatopic and conceptudized and performed aplay onthesame. Thevisitorswereredly impressed
with the spontaneity and the creativity showed by the children.




A group of 50 children from Shri Aurobindo International School, Hyderabad a so cameto the school last
year. They interacted with the children, who werevery inquisitive about their language, food and culture, etc.

The students had the privilege of interacting with Mr. Ramesh Ch. Mishra. Heread out storiesto the
children and a so shared hisknowledge about space and planetswith them.

Towardstheend of theyear, Mr. Satya Prakash Upadhyay came and stayed at the school from Novembe,
2011 toMarch, 2012 . Though hisvisit wasprimarily intended for the construction of the school building, but he
also hel ped the children edit the storiesand the songswritten by the children themsel ves.

CELEBRATIONS
Masti ki savari
‘Transcend the skies and soar up to joys unbound’

Celebrationsareanever-ending affair at theschool . Events, big and smdll will get the childrento sharetheir
joys, whileour corridorsresonate with their crackling laughter. Severa occasionsdemand celebrationsand the
first big celebration that the school had been to celebrate Basant Panchami.

Sh. Anil Jauharji, Taradidi and Riju Bhaiyaa ong with nearly twenty peoplefromthe SN.Sunderson were
here at the school to
celebrate Basant Panchami.
The celebrations were
initiated by the children
takingtheentiregrouptothe
Ashram Orchard, where
they helped them identify
different trees and plants. ®
The celebrations continued
through theday, rightupto [
themeditationtimeduring
whichthechildrenjoyfully
sang many Bhajans and
Shlokas. Everyone really
enjoyed the play put up by
thechildren. Different groups
performed different plays §
and theyoungest group put
upanactionsongs. Theday | ==
ended with Riju Bhaiya [+~
sharing some of his
childhood anecdoteswhich the childrenreally enjoyed themost.

June 14, 2011 Swing Festival

Likeevery year, last year too, we cel ebrated theswing festival or ‘rajo’ atraditiona festival of Odishawith
much gusto. Children spent sometime playing on the swings, while the concentration group made cakesfor
everyoneintheschool.
August 13", 2011 Raksha-Bandhan

Raksha-Bandhan, thefestival of abond between brother and sister was cel ebrated by the children amidst
much fan-fare. The children made rakhisand ladoos and tied the sacred thread to each other. Special stories
emphasizing theimportance of Raksha-Bandhan were narrated to the children after which they put up adrama
based on these stories. Some of the other creative pursuitsof our children that marked the day were:

A dramawas put up by the‘ new creation’ group based on Indraand Sachi.

A play wasdoneby the‘ concentration’ group based on the story Rani Karmavati and Humayun.

A song & dance performance done by the*mango’ group, created by the group-didi was performed.
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August 15, 2011 wasmarked by two special occas ons—Thechildren cel ebrated thebirthday of Sri Aurobindo
withlove and devotion. Sincethe day adso markstheIndependence Day of our nation, children aso celebrated
thejoy of freedom.

The day started with ameditation session and the hoisting of
Mother'sflag . After a pensive start to the day, the fun and the
merriment started. The* new creation’ group presented afancy dress
program, whileall the other groups presented group songs making
revelry thetheme of theday.

An atmosphere of joy was pal pablein the school aseveryone
celebrated Janmashtami - the birth of the prankster God Krishna §
amidst joy, funand laughter on 21 August, 2011. Being abletorelate
and connect to the childhood tales of Krishna, the children of the
‘new crestion’ group performed adance-dramaon thedeep friendship
between Krishnaand Sudama

Taking on another story from Krishna schildhood, the children
of the ‘concentration’
group wrote an original
song praising Krishnaand
presented a play on
‘Kaliadalan” . The
‘mango’ group performed
an action song * Chupke-
chupke-kanha-aaya’
celebrating thejoyousness
of Krishna'schildhood.

Quitesmilar totheir
| name the ‘faith’ group
reaffirmed their faith by
dancing to the tune of
‘Shyam-dhale-jamuna-
kinare’. The youngest
childrenintheschool from
the*‘flower’ group offered |
.| flowers of devotion by
singing and dancing to
‘chotte-chotte-gaiyan’

Following  the
Janmashtami celebrations is the Nandotsav which provides an
opportunity to
thechildrento
be their
creative best.
The occasion &
was marked
by colour,
play, fun and
frolicand thechildrenredlly enjoyed decorating theswings
with colourful sarees. They loved dressing up two dolls
asKrishnaand Baram. Didtribution of sivegtsquiteliterdly
sweetened the occasion. The celebration culminated with
songsand dance.




Children have always loved the round-bellied,
elephant-headed L ord Ganesh and cel ebrated Ganesh
Chaturthi on September 1%, 2011. Sowhilethechildren
spent the day making their own Ganesh idols and
decorating it, the teachers too chipped in by making
‘modaks’ to compl etethe celebrations.

Theinterplay of lifeand light was best presented
duringthefestiva of light—Diwali, whichwascel ebrated
intheschool onthe 26t of November, 2011. Thechildren
litupthenight by lighting diyasintheAshram aswell as
the school.
Thediyasthat
werelightedin §
the school premiseshad been made by the children themselves. After
thediyaswerelit, they chooseto drive away thedarkness by spending
sometimeinthemeditation hal, seeking theblessingsof thedivine.

Who does not want agift from Santa Claus, and no Christmas |
celebrationiscompletewithout hispresenceon ChrismasEve. Inthe [
school Christmaswas cel ebrated by singing Christmas carolsand
songs. However, thejoy and excitement of the children knew no bounds
when Santa Claushimself cameto the school with giftsintow.

EVENTS

Anoccasionfor al
‘Mark me out lest you forget’

We cel ebrated the third anniversary of the school on July 5" 2011. It wasa so Taradidi’sbirthday. Theday
wasspecid andthechildren had pooledinal their cregtivity to prepare
for thisday. Each group had something specia and beautiful to present,
and the students performed plays, narrated stories, sang songsand
even danced.

The plays had been conceptualized by the childrenthemsalves.
The ‘new creation’ group made up a story which they christened
‘helping friend . They wrotethe dial oguesand the songsfor theplay
themselves. They also performed some acts. Chanting: asato-ma- |
sat-gama-ya and shantih
mantrabrought theday to
anendwithblessngsof the
DivineMother.

The concentration group made up astory and named it * how
did theflower get colour’. The story was based completely ontheir
| imaginationandthechildrenevenwrotetheir ownsongsfor their story.

‘ Studentsof themango group most of whom aresix yearsof age,
developed astory. Thegroup-didi then helped themto turntheir story
into aplay. They also wrote some beautiful songswith alittlehelp
fromdidi.

Childrenfrom theyoungest group performed some act on some
new aswell asold rhymes. The group- didi wrotethe new rhymesand hel ped the children act them out.

Theteacherstoo danced to the chanting of ‘ shantakaram-bhujagasharanam. ...’

13% Aug

Thiswasvery special day aswe celebrated Chachali’sbirthday aswell as RakshaBandhan. Anecdotes

from Chachali’slifewere narrated to the children. Thiswasfollowed by screening amovie- ek-Mashal-Ek-
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Mishal, whichisbased on Chachgi’slife.
14" Aug
ItwasBabaJ Maharg’shirthday. To commemorate thisthe children went for aspecial meditation session
wherekakatold the children about Babaji maharg and hiswork.
Oct 2, 2011

Gandhi Jayanti- was cel ebrated i n the school with the* new creation’ group narrating storiesfrom Gandhi
ji'slifeinthemeditation hall.

1st January, 2012

TheNew Year waswelcomed by the students of the school by
burningincensedticksintheashram and spending sometimemeditating,
and connecting to the
divine. TheNew Year thus
began in the school on a |-
Spiritud note!

21: Feb, 2012 .

The entire school
community cametogether
to mark the Mother’sbirthday on the 21st of February, 2012. The
children sang songs and aspecia meditation session was conducted
for the studentsand the staff of the school.

Construction

a. New School Building wasinaugurated on 27t February, 2012 with 21roomsas reported above.
b. Boundary fencefor BoysHostel was constructed

c. Cow shed and a Dairy was built to cater to
milk and milk product needs of the children. Itisstill
under congtruction,

d. An‘AtithiGragha' comprising of 4 double
rooms, 3 singlerooms, Meditation Room and akitchen
isunder construction.

Plantation

Anareacovering 28 acreswasfurther devel oped
with planting of sometreesand replacement of thetrees
that had died out. Theseincluded:
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a. FHowers: 30-40 varietiesof seasond
and non-seasond flowers

b. Fruit Treesplanted:

I. Svarieties(300trees) of Leechi

ii. 15varietiesof Mango

iii. 6-7 varietiesof seedlessLemon

iv. Other fruit trees planted were Dragon Fruit, Chikoo, Papaya, Custard
Apple, Peach, Malta, Orange, Sweet Lime, Pomegranate, Guava

v. Varietiesof Elaichi, coffee, black pepper, Da chini, Haldi and Ginger
wereplanted.
c. Treesof Silver Oak, Teak and Shisham were also planted

Guests

Auro-MiraService Society played host to alarge number of students,
friendsand dignitaries; someof themwere:
a Mr. Brij Sapru & Mrs. Krishna Sapru
b. Mr. SatyaPrakash fromthe Indian StatisticsIngtitute
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¢. Ms.Anniefromthe United States

d. Mr. Madhusudan Singhaniafrom Kolkata

e. Dr. SubasPani, former Chief Secretary of Orissa

f. TheDistrict Collector Mr. Sachin R Jadhav along with Ms.SoojataMishra, BDO of Korapui.

Camps
Fifty nine students of class1X and three teachers of The Mother’s International School took partina
Personality Development & Adventure Camp at Kechlafrom December 25
to December 30, 2011. Activitiesincluded trekking, boul dering, rappelling,
swimming, rowing, eye exercises, folk
dancing, interaction with tribal children &
adults, meditation, talks& lively discussons
onnutrition, physical activitiesand environ- s
ment. A coupleof representativecomments
fromthecampersfollow:

I have been going on school trips since

class four however I have never experienced such &

& an amazing trip like Kechla... I learnt that you don’t
need many things to enjoy life, you just need a good
" outlook towards life... Kechla was the BEST trip
¢ cver and everyone must visit it at least once!

- Jayati Mehta (F 14)
Kechla was a very exciting and fun trip. We

did alot of activities including rappelling, bouldering,

swimming in the reservoir, jumping down the

~ waterfall, and ... We also performed eye exercises,
learned dancing ... and went for huge treks.
- Arjun Sengupta (M 14)

Under the CBSE requirement of Community Servicefor class X1 students, agroup of 56 studentswith
teachersMsMilan Sarin & NishaMehratravelled to Auro-MiraService Society’sdevelopment project for the
Tribdsintheremote Orissavillageof Kechla
Most of their time (January 1 - 8) was spent
in teaching children of Auro-MiraVidya
Mandir school plus50 sudentsfrom schools
of Nabarangpur district. It turned out to be
atwo way process. most M.1.S. students
reported that they not only taught but them-
selveslearned alot from the children and
that it was perhapsthemost satisfyingtripin
their experience asthefollowing comments
exemplify:

Kechla, an isolated, tiny place. Far

away from traftic, noise, materialistic de-
sires and human greed. A place which
we, class 11th students of The Mother’s

International School ... had come to

teach, to impart education... I hope that
my presence and knowledge was able to change the students because they surely changed us [Italics added].
- Chhaya Dabas (F 16)
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Even apart from the community service, the trip was made amazing by the treks I took with my
friends during free time, the visits to the reservoir, and most notably, the visit to the waterfall. I

wouldn’t trade the whole Kechla experience for anything.

- Vaishnavee Sharma (F 16)

A group comprising of 41 Class VI students and 4 teachers from Sri Aurobindo Interna-
tional School, Hyderabad took part in a Personality Development & Adventure Camp from
January 21-25 at Auro-Mira Service Society’s project location in Kechla (Orissa). Activities
included meditation; discussions on nutrition, exercise, environment; nature-walk, trekking,
swimming, bouldering; rappelling;
s Western folk-dances; eye care rou-
B tines; interaction with local tribal
children. Representative comments
b4 from the campers follow:

' This was not my first excursion but
this was the best. This trip had included
all activities like swimming, bouldering,

rappelling, dance and trekking and even

"7 meditation... Nature walk was knowl-

edgable and our guide was Neela. She was
very sweet.

- G. Teasvi Reddy (F 12)

We had no time to take rest, this was

lazyness behind me. We did many differ-
ent activities... We went for night trekking.
I wished my home would be just adjascent to the Ashram. I don’t want to leave this place. Surely I am
going to come to this place next time.

- Aadarsh Dayal Singh (M 11)

Thelocdl lifeisvery different here, the dressesaredifferent. | saw different villages... Jumping into the

waterfal fromaheight of 15to 20 feet wasvery dangerousbut exciting... | dsolearnt eyeexercisesandthey also

poured honey inour eyes. | will asotell my juniorsto comehere. Thiscamp rocked. | will remember al thegood
thingstalked inthemeditation hall and teachittomy juniors.

- P. Pogja (F 12)

General Health Medical Camps:

a. Group of dentistsfromAurovillechecked the childrenin the school for their dental problems.
b. Dr.Parul Mohan did complete heal th check-up for all the children.

New Initiatives

Drip Irrigation
Project:
_ Drip rrigation Project
. has been done in
collaborationwithMsSarah
LeefromDRIPTECH USA
and the completion of the
projected total of 55
systems was achieved
duringthisfisca year.
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L ending of Irrigation Pumps
AMSSProject in Kechlahad acquired five portable pumpsfor irrigation. Fundsfor these were provided
by Ushagram Suisse. These pumpsareloaned without chargeto villagersfor growing vegetablesin dry seasons.
Theonly requirement for the usersisthat every week the borrower hasto bring back the pump to show that itis
being properly used and kept in good condition. AM SS bears the expense on repair and maintenance of these
pumps. For repair, the pumps haveto be carried to Koraput. Both transportation and repair costs can add up to
asubstantial amount. Thisrecurrent scheme hasresulted inanincreased prosperity for thefarmers.

Showersfor the Villagers

Wehavebuilt 2 bathing areas/ showersfor women who were bathing inthe open with their clotheson. This
Initiativehasled to prevention of variousskin diseases. Wearegrateful to UshaGramAssociation Trust, Switzerland,
for funding thisproject.

Milk Dairy

Thevillagersuse unclean utensilsand water which contaminatesthe milk. Weare building our own Dairy
and Cow Shed so that we can provide quality milk and milk productsfor the daily requirement of Auro-Mira
VidyaMandir children.

INSPIRATIONS

Thank you Pranjal, Sudham, Jogi, Sukant and othersfor hosting me hereand helping makedripirrigation
apossihility for farmersin surrounding communitiestoimprovetheir livelihoods. | enjoyed theclean air, starry
sky at night, and sunsetsover thehills.

—Sarah Lee, Pune/Ontario (Canada)

A beautiful andtranquil place. Everyoneisdoing afantasticjob hel pingimprovethelivesof thelocas. The
children areawonder to behold. | enjoyed my short stay hereand wish the very best for thisworthy project.
—SteveKingston, Kelso (Washington, USA)

Anout of world experiencefor usand agood learning tour for our kid. Interacting with local kidswas
something which strengthen our belief that many more of such ventureswould berequired for uplifting the
downtroddeninthisregion. Wewish al the best to the A shram team and the organi zers and hopeto continue our
association with theingtitution inthefutureaswell... ENCHANTING KECHLA!

—Dr. Parul Mohan, Gaurav Mohan & Avi Mohan, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi

TheMother’sGraceistruly at work here. We can seeit in thechildren, theflowers, mountains, every little
thing. We carry back with usthe zest and lovefor lifethat we seein dl of you with gratitude dways, Pranam &
lotsof love..

—Aadya& Satlg, New Delhi

Whilethe natural beauty and peacein the environment isexceptionaly caming, themost brilliant part of
Auro-MiraVidyaMandir isitslovefor itschildren. The children hereare being groomed extremely well onanall
rounded basis. It isamazing to seethem do menta math, speak ... in Englishwith utmost ease; lovely to seethem
leading visitorslikeus, on*guided tours’ around the place, and play brilliant little hosts.

—Kiran& Anurag Mittal, Rakesh & RuchiraChaudhary, Gurgaon, Haryana

Thistripto Kechlahasbeen enchantingand mystica inaway. Itisamazing to see so much beauty in Natureand
inthenatureof peoplesarvingtheMother over hereindl humility, cdlmness, caringandlove. Thechildrenarebrilliant
andto bewiththemwasamost enriching experience. Theway they arebeing guidedisinspiringtothem & tous.

—SadhnaAgarwal, Db



What anamazing place! It'ssuch abeautiful and warm community. Thekidshereare soinspiring. Thank
youfor your hospitdity.
—Tomo Hamakawa, Yokohama, Japan

Findly ... A dreamwhichwas conceptua 7 yearsago hastaken
y avery concreteshape. Only apersonlikePranja candoit. Relentless
| effort & sincereperseverance. A placetruly Divine& tranquil ... A
placewhereyou can actudly hear your inner voice... A placefar away
from nowhere but whereyou can find your own Self... the school is
coming up very well. Where el se can you seevillage children of age
5-6 yearsspeak in English & eager tolearnmore& more. A truerole
model for all future effortstowards building anation where people
will befully literate.

—Madhusudan Singhania, Kolkata

After only being ableto stay afew days| am sorry not to experience moreof thisspecia placewith specia
people. | enjoyed every minute of my short stay. The peaceful ness, the kindness, the cheerfulness of children
eager to learn, the dedi cation of theteachers, and the beauty of the surroundings. Thank you so muchfor this
experience!

—Ronnie Griens, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Thechildren arejoyful, enthusiastic, brilliant and bright. Thereisno better testimony to thejustnessof the
work being done here. Total respectsto Pranjal and thewholeteam!
—JaequesAlbohair, Geneva, Switzerland

To seethisplaceand thework done here out of nothingisreally givingmehopeat severa levels. I'll keep
inmy heart that there are peopl e here having so much resultsin making thefuture generation more conscient of
themselves. Thanks.

—JannLoodli, Geneva, Switzerland

My 3rdvisitto Kechla, last wasin Jan 2010 and the placeis changing rapidly and beautifully. My loveto
thekids, teachers& Kechlateam. I’ vehad agreat timewith you all.
—CirceLugubuhl, Switzerland

| waslucky to visit Kechlaand see the budding school and Ashram. Sincerity and love combined with
dedication and hardwork istransforming the place and itsyoung people. Thelocationisbeautiful and thechildren
arefull of joy, curiosity and enthusiasm. May the school and itsinmatesflower & prosper ineverything they do.
—Dr. SubasPani (former Chief Secretary, Orissa), Delhi

“....MrPranja Jauhar built herean ashram aswell asaschool adsofor triba children. Itisredly remarkable
and admirable, that Pranjal Jauhar putting so much effortsin growing up tribal childreninall meansi.e. value
education, well nourishment and health. Inspite of so many kindsof problems, i.e. transportation whatever he
did, isremarkable”.

—A.PPathak, SN Sunderson & Co, Katni (M.P)

“I am absolutely dumb founded by what | have seen. After seeing picturesand hearing detail sfrom my Didi
and Bhai Sahib (Saprus) | now Know what Pranjal and histeam has accomplished issomething that no onehas
done sofar anywhere. The children aredelightful wewill both be back. Thank you!”

—UrmilaPateriya, DevendraPateriya, USA
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“....1look forward to comeback again for filming soon. Indeed to capturethe spirit of service, growth and
devation.”

—Shankhajeet De, New Delhi

“ | am flabbergasted seeing such an Institution in
one of the cut-off areaof my block. Theinstitution has
brought about asea-changeinthelivesof children of this
areaeducationd, spiritud, physca andwhat not. | wonder
why not our schoolsand our children emulate such type
of life style. It's a whole-hearted, spontaneous
participation of thechildrenin school and they havelearnt
more than the basics of education. | would expect
cooperation from thisschool anditsfoundersfor setting
up at least 2 such schools, asModd Schoolsinmy block.
Abovedl, thisIngtitutioninaclass APART.”

—Soojata Mishra, Block Devel opment office
Koraput

“.... We, the people, need thislight badly. Itisa
guiding light not only inthefield of education, but theentire
project presentsawhoaligtic visonfor profound foundation
9 of lifethat would bewith apurpose. The projectismore
| dgnificantwhenweredizethat itiscomingupinaresource
—handicapped and i sol ated areadominated by uninitiated,
illiterate and |leaderless poor tribals. The district
administration will be very happy to get thisinstitute
associated withvariousgovernment initiativesinthisarea.”

—Sachin Jauhar, Collector, Koraput
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