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Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. 

                                                                           Albert Einstein 

Another opportunity to reflect and rectify. The last six months was again a learning 

experience for us. Initially it seemed difficult to bridge the gap after the pandemic, but 

the sincere efforts of our young aspirants made it possible to achieve our goal. As we 

aspire to achieve holistic development of the students, we always strive to create an 

environment that is conducive to create a learning attitude. Students are helped to 

assimilate a sense of responsibility, team spirit and to become an independent and self-

motivated learner.  



We have always been trying to create an environment in the school which helps our young 

minds to bloom to their dimensions and striving to provide a platform where they can 

develop their individual thinking and grow into a worthy person.  

The primary responsibility of the society has now shifted to the school. The focus is 

moving away from village development and empowerment of the tribals and women. 

Only a few small projects had been taken up by us in this year. 

 Village Transportation- Even 

though we have a road which 



connects our village to the outside 

world, it is only used by the few 

people who have motorcycles, used 

for goods vehicles, used by 

Government officers and used by 

tourists and visitors. Also, the road distance to our block and district headquarter- 

Koraput- is 80 Km. The villagers still are mostly dependent on the boats and motor 

launches to cross the reservoir. It is imperative that the motor launches and boats which 

are used for public transport are kept in good order. This year we repaired 2 motor launch 

of Kechla and a few boats. 

Increasingly, the villagers are 

growing more crops and planting 

more trees. Saving these from 

animals is quite a task. A few 

villagers have purchased chain link fence from 

outside. This was prohibitively expensive, especially 

due to the bulk which increases the transport cost. 

We gifted a chain link fence making machine to the 

villagers. This would not only give them cheaper and 



better quality of chain link fence, but 

also provide work to a number of 

villagers, especially women. It should 

also increase the   plantation and 

crops not only in our village but also 

in the surrounding villages.  

Tree Plantations- The tree plantations in our village have been progressively increasing. 

The villagers plant a few thousand trees this year and we help them financially in this. 



Half Yearly Report of Auro-Mira Vidya Mandir 

For the ǇŜǊƛƻŘ !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƻ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩнн 

Carrying our lessons from the past 

and our hopes for the future, Auro-

Mira Vidya Mandir is hurtling 

through its path to unveil its stories for 

the last six months. 

It was only at the beginning of 2022 

that the children who were staying at 

home started coming to school after a 

lockdown of nearly two years.  



For the younger children it was quite a struggle to get back to school and relearn 

all that they had now forgotten. It was especially difficult in those cases where some 

children of the group were staying in the hostel, hence attending school and others 

having missed out on their classes. 

Five children of Aspiration group moved out of the school. Three of them after 

having completed class 10th and two after class 12th. Lakshya Jani joined The 

.ÚâÐÌß á )ØâÌßØÈâÑÚØÈÕ 5ÊÐÚÚÕ ÑØ $ÌÕÐÑ ÑØ ÊÕÈáá  ÑØ âÐÌ áÊÑÌØÊÌ áâßÌÈÖ  .ÈÑØÈ 

Krisani joined Matru Bhawan in Cuttack in class 11 in the science stream. Chirag 

Gouda took admission in the government college in Koraput in the science stream. 

All these students left mid-session of this year, only at the time they had to join their 

new school. 

Padma Jani decided not to study further, at least for now, after completing her class 

12. Niraj Muduli joined the vocational training course in Sri Aurobindo Ashram-

Delhi Branch, after completing his class 12. 



There were 184 students in the school in the last academic year. This number has 

marginally increased to 190, after subtracting the 5 students who have moved on. 

There are 13 students in Faith group and they are at various levels of their 

graduation. There are 16 students in Aspiration group and they are doing class 12 

from NIOS. 5 of them have opted for science and the rest for humanities. There are 

16 students who would be appearing for their class 10th exam in the year 2023. 

A few months back, we had taken 5 girls of 9 to 10 years age, in our fold. These girls 

had never been to school. They have worked very hard and progressed well. We were 

hesitant about taking them and were sceptical about their learning but are now so 

glad that we have been proved wrong. 

The children went for swimming 

after a gap of two years. So many 

children learnt swimming this year 

that everyone is surprised. To have 

over 40 children being able to 

swim in deep water has been a 

great achievement for the 

children. 



Our school is very small. All the 

children learn vocal and 

instrumental music. They 

learn sports including- 

football, basketball, volleyball, 

minor games, athletics, 

cycling, swimming, skating, 

gymnastics, unicycle, etc. They 

learn all types of arts and crafts- 

sketching, painting, origami, 

carpentry, clay modelling, etc. 

There are so many festivals that are celebrated in the school. Some of them are a 

part of this report. What is not mentioned in the celebrations is that all the beautiful 

decorations are done by the children. The children go for trips, picnics, boating, 

walks on the hills. 



The children take care of the school 

and hostel by themselves. All the 

children staying in the hostel wash 

their clothes by themselves and are 

very responsible. When the children 

are new in the hostel, it is quite a task 

to teach them to be independent, but 

very soon, it is a joy looking at them 

taking initiative and responsibility. 

The school has no holidays. Not even on 

Sunday or for any festival. We work 365 days 

in the year. On every Tuesday the children go 

home at 3 pm and are back for breakfast the 

next day. The holidays are the part of the school activities when we go for the trips, 

picnics, festivals, celebrations, functions, sports day and many such activities. 



The children who come from 

home are provided 3 meals 

per day. The ones who stay 

in the hostel partake 4 meals 

every day. The meals are 

wholesome- with lentils, 

vegetables, milk, curds, sweets and the meals have a lot of variety. 

The children get a lot of exposure by watching various selected and educative 

documentaries and movies. 

It should not sound as if there are no 

academics in school. Everyone works very 

hard at their academics. Children start 

speaking fluent English and Hindi from a 

very young age. There is a very well stocked library of over 20,000 books and most 

of the children have a very good reading habit. 

Till class 5th, the children learn by project-based methods and hands on learning. 

From class 6th onwards, we have a hybrid model where we have both- learning from 

books and by doing experiments. 

We do not have classes and the children are in groups. They are never promoted. 

Only once in their school life would the name of their group change from a simple 



name like Joy group to a more difficult name like Perseverance group. The children 

move at their own pace. In one group, if there are 20 children doing maths, in all 

likelihood they would all be doing different chapters at different levels. One child 

may be doing class 5, another class 6 and still another class 7. Two children doing 

the same chapter is a rarity. 

Celebrations 

4th April- 5ßÑ !äßÚÉÑØËÚ á ÈßßÑæÈÕ ÑØ 1ÚØËÑÊÐÌßßë 

The day began with meditation with 

âÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á ÖäáÑÊ ÑØ âÐÌ ÈáÐßÈÖ Èâ 

 Ú ÊÕÚÊÔ ÑØ âÐÌ ÖÚßØÑØÏ  5ÚÖÌ 

aspirants attended the special 

meditation which was followed by 

collective meditation by the children. It also included some bhajans sung by the 

children. 

24th April- Darshan Day- 6ÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á ÍÑØÈÕ ÈßßÑæÈÕ ÑØ 1ÚØËÑÊÐÌßßë 

On this day the Mother 

arrived in Pondicherry 

and she never went out. 

This special day was 



remembered with a special 

meditation in the ashram 

and the children saluted 

âÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á ÍÕÈÏ èÑâÐ È 

parade.  

7th May- Rabindra Jayanti 

On this occasion, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore was remembered with a special 

assembly which included music, dance and song performances by the students and 

teachers. The students of Gratitude and Humility groups gave speeches on 

RabinËßÈØÈâÐ 6ÈÏÚßÌ  6ÐÌ *Úë ÈØË 'ßÈÊÌ ÏßÚäÛá  ÊÐÑÕËßÌØ áÈØÏ 3ÈÉÑØËßÈ 5ÈØÏÌÌâ- 

Alo Aamaar. On the song Phoole Phoole Dhole Dhole, the Peace group children 

performed a dance. Bhavna and Chandrama of Faith group played Raag 

Brindavani on the flute accompanied by Jagat on the Tabla. 

 



 Anuradha di and Srinath 

bhaiya sang aguner parosh 

moni purano se diner katha. 

The progress group children 

recited Rabindranath 

6ÈÏÚßÌ á ÛÚÌÖ 9ÐÌßÌ âÐÌ 

ÖÑØË Ñá èÑâÐÚäâ ÍÌÈß  6ÐÌ 

ÛÚÌÖ 5äØËÈë  èÈá ßÌÊÑâÌË 

by the Grace group children. 

 



June 14th - Swing Festival (Rojo) 

On 14th of June, Rojo (swing festival) was 

celebrated in the school for the children to 

inculcate the values of Odia culture and 

tradition. A big milk cake was prepared for the 

children with our homemade cheese. Everyone 

enjoyed the sweet at breakfast time. The 

girls anointed their bodies with turmeric 

paste and got ready in their best clothes 

and the older girls wore sarees. A swing 

was made for them which was tied to the 

branches of karanj tree. They swung 

with beautiful rojo songs. In the afternoon they played kabaddi.  



Rath Yatra (Car festival)- 1st July 

Rath yatra is the most 

auspicious and holy festival of Odisha and is also celebrated all over India. Every 

year, this festival is celebrated in Puri and all other places in Odisha. To enhance 

the culture of Sri Jagannath and to nurture it within, we celebrated Rath yatra in 

our school for 9 days from 1st July to 10th July. A Rath was made in wood and 

decorated with colourful clothes and flowers. We all sat in the school meditation 

hall. Ramesh bhai (Papa ji) and Puspanjali didi (Mummy ji) did all types of rituals 

in front of the Deity Lord Jagannath, Baladev and Subhadra. Mani didi told some 



stories of Sri Jagannath like Bhakta Salabeg and Bandhu Mahanty. Srinath bhaiya 

sang some Bhajans of Sri Jagannath.  After Prasad and Aarati, the three deities were 

taken to the Rath. Children were engaged to play drums and chanting Haribol and 

Jai Jagannath ki Jay. The 

place was vibrating with 

the name of Jagannath, 

Baladev and Subhadra. 

Slowly the rath (car) was 

pulled towarËá âÐÌ ÉÚëá  

hostel. Girls and others were dancing in front of the car. All of us were engaged in 

some kind of action like- playing, dancing, taking the name of deities etc. A 

different vibration was created for a few hours. Finally at 12.30 p.m., the car reached 

âÐÌ ÉÚëá  ÐÚáâÌÕ  $ÌÑâÑÌá èÌßÌ âÈÔÌØ âÚ âÐÌ ÖÌËÑâÈâÑÚØ ÐÈÕÕ  %æÌßëâÐÑØÏ ÐÈË ÉÌÌØ 

arranged there from before. After reaching, more rituals were performed and Arati 

conducted and Prasad distributed to all. 

Everyday mummy ji and 

papa ji used to do all 

kinds of rituals in the 

morning, noon and 

evening. All of us enjoyed 



the Prasad at all the 

three times. Every 

evening all of us would 

sit in front of the deity 

and sing some bhajans 

and listen to stories of 

Lord Jagannath. On the 9th day, after doing all types of rituals, at 12 noon we again 

took the deities to the rath and returned to the school meditation hall in the same 

manner as the first day, which was called Bahuda Jatra. This time we were joined 

by some of the village people who shared our happiness. We concluded the 

programme with some silence and a grand Prasad distribution ceremony. Children 

enjoyed the bounteous sweets and fruits. 

July 5th- 5ÊÐÚÚÕ á ÈØË 6ÈßÈ ËÑ á ÉÑßâÐËÈë 



The school completed 14 yeÈßá ÈØË 6ÈßÈ ËÑËÑ á th birth anniversary. To mark this auspicious 

day, the students of AMVM participated in many events and showcased their talents. The 

preparation began many days before. The efforts of both the children and the teachers built 

up to this beautiful day. The children were dressed in colourful dresses which filled the 

environment with a vibrant atmosphere. The programme by the younger children, who had 

joined the school recently brought a 

áÖÑÕÌ âÚ ÌæÌßëÚØÌ á ÍÈÊÌ  6ÐÌ ËÈë 

started with a meditation in the 

ashram followed by a special hawan by 

the children in the school. 

The following items were presented: - 

Progress Group students presented- Ishwar (play)  and Vidyarthi ka Jeevan (play) 

and a dance on the theme of Mahabharat and an Odia song ei aama pathashala 

(This is my school).  



Perseverance Group students presented- Ganga Avataran (play), dance on Shri 

Ram Chandra Kripalu Bhajuman song, and an Odia song ei ama vidya mandira 

(This is my temple of knowledge). 



(äÖÑÕÑâë ÈØË 'ßÈâÑâäËÌ 'ßÚäÛ áâäËÌØâá ÛßÌáÌØâÌË 0äÊÐ  È ÛÕÈë ÈØË ÈØ 0ËÑÈ áÚØÏ- 

ei aama vidya peetha (This is my place of learning).  

The children of Victory Group 

presented- two plays- 'ÚÕËÑÕocks 

ÈØË âÐßÌÌ ÉÌÈßá  ÈØË âèÚ ÐÌØá  

dances on the songs chanda 

chamke cham cham (the moon is 

shining) and I like to move. 

Grace Group presented The tree 

and the woodcutter- a play and 

danced on the song sanwaar 

loon (decorate you),  

Bliss Group presented a dance- 

aaj ki âÚËÈë á  ÛÈßâë  èÐÑÊÐ ÈËËÌË æÑÉßÈØÊë âÚ âÐÌ ÌæÌØâ 



Smile Group children presented- Phalon ka Durbar (Court of fruits) which was a 

play, but actually a fancy dress on fruits. 

Peace Group children 

presented a play Chin 

chin chidiya (chirping 

birds). 

Children of various 

groups got together and 

presented a yoga dance, 

which created a serene 

effect on the audience. 

Besides the above, there were various presentations of singing, instrumental music, 

and dances, in smaller groups and solo. These dances were full of energy and the 

eyes of the spectators were glued to them.  



Raksha Bandhan- 11th August 

 

Raksha Bandhan is a festival that all the children look forward to. This year it was 

celebrated on 11th August. Children from different groups made colourful rakhis 

using silk threads and glitters. The children of Perseverance and Progress groups 

braided different designs of rakhi using colourful threads. Both the teachers and 

students made many complicated patterns using threads which was a joyous 

moment for them to learn together. Before the function, the children were ready 

with their rakhis which they had made for each other and a special assembly was 

held to celebrate the day. Children of Aspiration group put up plays, retold the 



stories behind the celebration and sang songs. It was followed by tying rakhis. 

Everyone enjoyed the homemade laddus.  

In the evening, special pithas (an Odia sweet dish) were made for the cows. Everyone 

gathered in the cowshed to worship the cows with flowers and tilak. everyone 

showed their gratitude by chanting the mantras for their wellbeing. Special rakhis 

were made for them which were tied to their horns.   

#ÐÈÊÐÈ *Ñ á "ÑßâÐËÈë- 13th August 

The 119th birth anniversary of 

Shri Surendranath Jauhar  

&ÈÝäÑß  -1986) or our 

beloved Chachaji was 

celebrated in the school. A 

special meditation was held in the morning. The aspirants gathered there to pay 

their homage to the great soul. As he was a member of Arya Samaj, a hawan was 

arranged in the school. Poonam Didi shared the ideals that Chacha jI stood for. A 

few interesting stories related to his 

life which had been told by himself 

were retold to the children. Prasad 

was distributed at the end.  

 



 

BabajÑ .ÈÐÈßÈÒ á ÉÑßâÐËÈë-14th August 

On this auspicious day we paid our reverence to the great man who brought a big 

change in the history of Education in the state Odisha. He was the one who inspired 

to put Integral education into practise. He believed that naam jap (invocation of 

name) can solve many problems in life. That day a special naam jap programme 

was arranged for the children in the school meditation hall. Everyone repeatedly 

ÊÐÈØâÌË âÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á ØÈÖÌ ÍÚß È èÐÑÕÌ èÐÑÊÐ ÊßÌÈâÌË È âßÈØÝäÑÕ ÌØæÑßÚØÖÌØâ 

around. 

Independence Day- 5ßÑ !äßÚÉÑØËÚ á ÉÑßâÐËÈë- 15th August 

Weeks and weeks of rigorous 

practise, choreography by our 

older students of Faith group for 

the small kids, choosing costume 

was a cheerful endeavour for us as 

Ñâ èÈá Úäß .ÈáâÌß á th Birth 

!ØØÑæÌßáÈßë ÈØË )ØËÑÈ á th 

year of freedom from the British. 

Teachers and students eagerly 

waited for the final 



performance. Some important visitors were present to witness the final programme. 

This time a number of activities were planned for the children. All 

children from Perseverance group onwards participated in Quiz,  

Speech, Essay writing, poem writing and painting competitions. 

Pandit Shantanu Bhattacharya along with his wife Smt. Durba 

Bhattacharya and their daughter Kumari Mitra graced the 

occasion.  

The programme began with two-

minutes of silence with The 

.ÚâÐÌß á È /Ìè ;ÌÈß á ÖäáÑÊ ÈØË 

was followed by a few devotional 

songs: - Om Sri Aurobindo Mama 



Sharanam and Namo Namaste Sri Aurobindo 

accompanied on the Harmony by Shantanu 

Da. Then the creative movement and 

recitation of Hymn to Durga (by Sri 

Aurobindo) by the Smile group children left 

the audience spell bound and had a calming 

effect on the atmosphere. They also 

performed a play on Bhagat Singh in Hindi 

and a dance Bharat Humko Jaan Se Pyara Hai 

which was choreographed by Denis 

(Barwa) Bhaiya. The recitation of 

âÐÌ ÛÚÌÖ 'ÚË  Éë 5ßÑ !äßÚÉÑØËÚ 

and the song Sri Aurobindo Name 

Aanando by the Victory group 

children fascinated the audience. The Youngest ones from Peace Group performed 

ÈØ ÈÊâÑÚØ áÚØÏ ) 5ÈÕäâÌ .ë &ÕÈÏ  èÐÑÊÐ èÈá ßÌÈÕÕë ÊÈâÊÐë  6ÐÌ ÊÐÑÕËßÌØ ÚÍ 'ßÈÊÌ 

Group presented a song- !æÈâÈß  ÈØË ßÌÊÑâÌË âÐÌ ÛÚÌÖ 5äßßÌØËÌß  Éë 5ßÑ 

!äßÚÉÑØËÚ  6ÐÌÑß ÛÈâßÑÚâÑÊ ËÈØÊÌ áÌâ âÚ "ÚÕÕëèÚÚË ÖäáÑÊ Chakhde )ØËÑÈ  èÑâÐ 

stunning costumes was well choreographed. The children of Bliss group recited the 



ÛÚÌÖ 6ßÌÌ  Éë 5ßÑ !äßÚÉÑØËÚ ÈØË ËÑË áÚÖÌ 

formations with marching on the song 

/ÈØÐÈ .äØÐÈ 3ÈÐÑ (äØ. A beautiful 

dance on the theme of Krishna was 

choreographed by the Progress Group children. Their movements were awe 

inspiring. Pallavi, Divya ÈØË 3ÈËÐÑÔÈ Ûäâ äÛ È ËÈØÊÌ India Wale  6ÐÌë âÐÌÖáÌÕæÌá 

choreographed this dance on the 

song. They bagged sacks of applauds 

for their beautiful performance.  The 

children from different groups also 

presented different patriotic songs in 

Odia. The children of 

Perseverance, Gratitude 

and Humility Groups 

enacted a play on Sri 

!äßÚÉÑØËÚ á ÕÑÍÌ  6ÐÌÑß 

dialogues were energetic 

and spirited. The programme came to an end with a few devotional songs by our 

renowned singers- Pandit Shantanu Bhattacharya, Smt. Durba Bhattacharya and 

Km. Mitra. 



Ganesh Chaturthi- 30th August. 

Like every year, this year also we celebrated Vinayak 

Chaturthi in the school. A few days before this festival the 

preparation started. Some children took initiative to 

make the statue. They collected clay from the riverbank 

and made a mould using hay and jute thread. Finally, the 

statue was ready and they 

painted it with their favourite 

colours and decorated Lord 

Ganesh and the stage on which 

the statue had been placed. 

Children of different groups prepared a few programmes to put up on that day. 

Some groups enacted small skits. Dance and songs were performed by different 

groups. The event left a set of unforgettable memories in the audience. 



The following were the items presented: - 

Sri Vakratunda chant by Peace Group 

Jai Ganesh- a song by Bliss Group 

Ganesh ka Punarjanam (rebirth), a play by Smile Group 

Hey Gajavadana a dance by Bhagwati, Chetna and Tulika of Aspiration and 

Gratitude groups. 

'ÈØÌáÐ á èÑáËÚÖ  È ÛÕÈë Éë 

Victory group 

Deva Shree Ganesha, a dance 

presented by Bhagwati, Chetna, 

Shampa, Shamika and Jagriti of 

Aspiration, Humility and Gratitude groups. 

Shrapit chandrama (cursed 

moon), a play by Smile group 

Sukh karta dukh harta- song 

sung by Pramila and Amita 

of Gratitude group 



Nache dhina- a dance presented 

by Victory group 

Majha bappa- a dance presented 

by the girls of Gratitude and 

Humility groups. 

Bappa Banjo, a dance presented by Bhagwati and Swati of Aspiration group 

Gajanana, a dance presented by the girls 

of Gratitude, Humility and Faith groups. 

Boys from Gratitude and Humility 

narrated many stories related to 

Vinayak.  

 

 



Vishwakarma puja- 17th September 

This year the Vishwakarma puja festival was celebrated on the 17th of September. It 

was celebrated with great 

fervour and joy. A day before 

this, the children decorated the 

hall to worship the eternal 

architect, Lord Vishwakarma. They cleaned the 

gardening instruments and various tools and 

machineries and arranged them in the hall. The 

morning echoed with devotional songs and chants. 

Stories of the Lord were told by the students and the 

teachers. The stories included the rebuilding of Lanka, 

how he carved Lord Jagannath in an incarnation of an 

old carpenter, how he created the earth and the story 

of building a castle for Goddess Laxmi when she was 

abandoned by Lord Jagannath and for the poor 

brahmin Sudama- the friend of Lord Krishna.  

Everyone enjoyed the stories and the prasad of bundi (sweet) and the flatted rice 

powder added with sugar and different fruits.  



Trip to South India 

In the month of August, a group of 43 children and 9 teachers and escorts 

embarked on an educational trip to South India. The age group of the children 

varied from 9 years to 13 years, i.e. Perseverance group to 

Gratitude group. All were so excited for the trip since most 

of them are travelling for the first time. Out of them, 6 

children from Gratitude group had been a part of the 

school trip to Rajasthan and Andaman Islands. This was 

the first school trip after Covid-19 Pandemic. We visited 

Kanyakumari, Madurai, Rameswaram and Puducherry in 

17 days. We stayed for 2 days 

and 2 nights in 

Kanyakumari, 1 day and 1 

night in Madurai, 2 days and 

1 night in Rameswaram and 



6 days and 5 nights in Puducherry. The 

rest of the time was spent in the train. On 

17th of August, we started our journey to 

+ÈØëÈÔäÖÈßÑ èÑâÐ ÚØÌ ØÑÏÐâ ÈØË ÐÈÕÍ È ËÈë á ÐÈÕâ 

at Simhachalam in Visakhapatnam. There we did 

darshan of Simhachaleswaram on the top of a hill 

and caught a train for Kanyakumari after lunch. 

First 3 days passed without any problem though 

temperature was ranging from 28 degree to 30 

degree. We all enjoyed Swami Vivekananda rock 

memorial, travelling by ferry to the rock, 

sightseeing, sunrise 

and sunset, Kanyakumari temple, Gandhi 

memorial, Aquarium and eco-friendly garden in 

Kanyakumari. We also visited Vivekananda 

Museum and Ramayana darshan in Vivekananda 

Kendra. In Madurai we visited Meenakshi temple, 

ÔÑØÏá  ÛÈÕÈÊÌ ÈØË 'ÈØËÐÑ .äáÌäÖ  !â 

Rameswaram we visited Rameswaram temple, 

Dhanushkoti, Vibhishana temple, A.P.J. Abdul 



+ÈÕÈÖ á ÐÚäáÌ ÈØË ÐÑá 5ÈÖÈËÐÑ  1ÈØÊÐ ÖäÔÐÑ 

Hanuman and floating stone. On 25th early 

morning we reached Puducherry. We visited 

different places like boating at Paradise beach, 

Lake estate, Ashram flower garden, Marina 

beach, Auroville, Matrimandir, 

Savitri bhawan, Bharat Nivas, 

Botanical Garden. In the Ashram, 

we visited departments like 

handmade paper, bakery, 

laundry, kitchen, weaving, sports 

ground, playground, Sri Smriti, 

etc. In Bureau central office we 

watched a video on the life of Sri 

Aurobindo. Every morning at 

6.30 we used to go to the Samadhi and meditate near the Samadhi for 10 to 15 

minutes. On two evenings, we joined the 

playground meditation and on one 

evening Samadhi meditation. The 

children felt the peace around the 

Samadhi and also in the playground 



meditation. Out of all the meals the children had in the whole trip, the children 

liked the Ashram food the most. One evening we went to the Ashram Theatre to 

watch a play enacted by the Ashram school kids and the ashramites. The play was 

ÉÈáÌË ÚØ 3ÈÉÑØËßÈØÈâÐ 6ÈÏÚßÌ á ØÚæÌÕ 6ÐÌ (ÚÖÌ ÈØË âÐÌ 9ÚßÕË  #ÐÑÕËßÌØ ÐÈË È 

live experience of a theatre. They loved it. Finally, on 31st of August, on the occasion 

of Ganesh Chaturthi, after having darshan in the Ganesh temple, we boarded the 

train for our return journey to Kechla. On 2nd September we reached safely.  

 

 



Visitors to Kechla 

Ms. Neha Aghi with her Mother 

(Krishna di) spent a month in Kechla. 

During their staying they helped the 

children in their academics. Neha di 

taught various activities to the 

Progress and the Perseverance Group children. She also taught mathematics to 

Sumitra, Madhumay and Bhagwan.  Krishna Di Taught Hindi to different groups.  

 

Mr. Denis Barwa from Ghaziabad volunteered to teach dance movements in Kechla. 

For this purpose, he was in Kechla from 22nd julu to 17th August. The dance and 

movement sessions commenced with 

children of varied age groups. For 

children between the age group of 10 

years to 17 years, the sessions were 

thrice a week. In order to make the 

children feel comfortable, he would start the sessions with certain ice breaker 

activities like  Ninja game and 

Introduction with an action.  In order to 

get them comfortable with rhythmic 

movements and create spatial awareness, 

he did the Boat Activity wherein the 



children were made to move within the space imagining it to be a boat and in order 

for the boat to float they had to walk around and balance the space throughout. 

They also had to walk at different speeds and do different actions as and when the 

action was called out. This acted as a good warm up as well. Then he did the 

Rhythmic Isolation Movement. Here the children had to find different ways to move 

individual body parts on the music being played. This enabled them to become 

more comfortable with their bodies and enquire creative movement patterns. This 

helped them to ease into dance choreographies that were taught to the children 

later during the week  

 

For the children between the age group of 5 years and 

8 years, he started the Introduction with an Action in 

order to make them feel comfortable and less inhibited. 

This was followed by action songs like Hello-Hello, 

Walking-Walking and Head Shoulder Knees & Toes. 

This was followed by mild dance warm up on the song 

Waka Waka. Then he made the children play the 

Dance & Freeze game. Ending the sessions with cool 

down and relaxation. In the first week the younger 

children were not made to learn any structured choreographies, so as to make them 

comfortable with movements and gradually ease them into dance choreographies.  

 



On the first Saturday a special session was conducted for the senior group of 

children on Improvisation and Creative Movement. Here the children were taught 

various tools of movement improvisation. They were also taught Inscribe technique 

for creating unique movement patterns. Here they had to draw the letters of their 

individual names within the given space, using different body parts on the music 

being played. This allowed them to express themselves individually using the tools 

of improvisation and to enquire into creative and rhythmic movement patterns.  

 

On another Saturday a few groups were showcased dance performances of various 

dance forms like ballet and contemporary. It was meant to help them develop a 

better understanding of various dance forms and become more informed as an 

audience.  

 

For the upcoming program on 15th August celebrating Independence Day and 150th 

Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo, all the groups were taught theme-based dance 

choreographies.  

 

The children participated in all the dance sessions with a lot of enthusiasm. Their 

efforts to comprehend dance and movement-based information was truly 

commendable. The dance performances showcased by each group on 15th August 

were truly praiseworthy. 



But most of the credit goes to Denis Barwa for working so hard with the children 

and making them so enthusiastic about dance that the children would be looking 

forward to their dance sessions every day and would be dejected on the days that 

their turn was not there. 

Film Making group- Sh. Neeraj Sharma and Smt. Vinita Sharma visited Kechla with 

a whole group of cameramen, lights, drone and other equipment for making a short 

film on Kechla. They were accompanied by their two daughters- Anvi and _______ who 

are studying in Mirambika. Sulochana Didi and Ms Puneeta Puri didi with her 

daughter- Sanvi accompanied the film makers. They visited Kechla from May 28th 

to 6th June. Anvi taught a few songs- 5È áÌ 5ÈßÏÈÖ ÏÈâÌ ÐÈÑØ Shakti sahita 

'ÈØÈÛÈâÑ È ÉÐÈÒÈØ ÈØË ÈØ %ØÏÕÑáÐ áÚØÏ áÖÚÚâÐ ÕÑÔÌ ÉäââÌß  âÚ âÐÌ ÊÐildren of 

progress and Perseverance groups. She also taught them how to make butterfly in 

origami. 

Ms Poonam Gupta came to Kechla at the end of June. She spent about two months 

with the children. During her staying she helped the children of Perseverance 

Group with their Hindi.  

Meeta (Bisen) didi spent 15 days in the 

month of July (from 12th to 28th). During her 

stay, she helped the 12th class students with 



their Chemistry. She also taught Chemistry and Biology to the children of Gratitude 

and Humility Group (Class 9th and 10th).  

Nigel George and Maya came to Kechla on 

12th August and spent about a week. Nigel 

helped the older children with their English 

and Maya taught English to Bhavna, Lalu 

and Gauri and Sociology to Neela.  

Sh. Sudipta Das from Guwahati, Assam 

visited Kechla. During his three weeks 

of stay, he helped the brishti and Swati 

in their Geography. He also helped the 

Gratitude and Humility group children 

with their Geography.  

Pandit Shantanu Bhattacharya 

visited Kechla with his wife- Smt. 

Durba Bhattacharya and 

daughter- Km. Mitra from 13th to 

20th of August. They taught the children 

devotional songs based on ragas. They also 

guided the senior students with their vocal 



and instrumental music. It was a matter of pride for the school to have such a great 

and accomplished artiste visit us. 

On the 2nd of September, the District 

Collector Mr.  Abdaal Akhtar, IAS 

visited the school for a few hours. 

This was an unexpected visit and a 

very pleasant surprise. The children 

of Gratitude and Humility groups were his guide and took him around. These 

children got an opportunity to interact with him freely without any hesitation. He 

visited different groups and interacted with the students. The children of all the 

groups sang for him and presented items, when he visited their group. He highly 

appreciated the children and liked the school setup a lot.  

 

 



Report of Auro-Mira Vidya Mandir 

For the period October to March 22-23 

Celebrations 

Celebrations infuse life with passion and purpose. They summon the human spirit.                                                                    

- Terrence E. Deal 

To foster the rich cultural heritage of our nation, our school celebrates all the festivals 

and observes the significant days with due fervour. They inculcate the feelings of 

patriotism and make the children aware of our vast and immense cultural heritage and 

legacy. 

Diwali- 24th October 

Happiness can be found, even in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on 

the light.                                                                                                                -J. K. Rowling 

Diwali, the festival of lights, was 

celebrated in a grand way. The school 

and hostel campus were cleaned by 

the children. They did a thorough 

cleaning of their rooms and some 

older children made hand-made sweets (rasgulla) for everyone. Most of them made 

candles and diyas to decorate the courtyards.  



On the occasion everyone gathered in 

the meditation hall for a short prayer. 

Prakash bhaiya read to the children on 

Mahakali from the book The Mother 

by Sri Aurobindo. The children from 

Perseverance Group put up a 

small skit on the story of 

Ramayana and Narakashur. 

Mani Di enlightened the children 

with the stories related to Diwali 

and the series of festivals before the occasion. The hall echoed 

with Sri Ram Bhajans and mantras. There were games and 

different corners were arranged for the children. The girls 

from the Gratitude and Humility Group made Earrings 

whereas the boys put up Novelty game Corners for the younger ones. Some children from 

Perseverance and Progress Groups took initiative in learning the making of science toys 



using the waste materials and others participated in Rangoli. Some children also 

participated in painting and the children 

of Smile group learnt a few items in 

origami. Basketball, volleyball, base 

kickball and touch-ball matches were 

arranged for the children. 

In the evening everyone gathered in the Ashram 

Courtyard to light the diyas. After that, they 

beautified the school and hostel campus with 

their handmade diyas and candles.  



1ßÈØÒÈÕ "ÐÈÑëÈ á "ÑßâÐËÈë- 29th Nov 

He is the man who bathed in the light 

He guides us from dark to light 

(Ì  èÐÚ ÏßÌè ÚØ âÐÌ ÖÚâÐÌß á ÕÈÛ 

On his Birthday we sing, pray, aspire and clap. 

 

1ßÈØÒÈÕ "ÐÈÑëÈ á ÉÑßâÐËÈë èÈá ÊÌÕÌÉßÈâÌË èÑâÐ ÏÈÑÌâë ÈØË ÌØâÐäáÑÈáÖ ÚØ âÐÌ ÈäáÛÑÊÑÚäá 

occasion of 29th November. Everyone assembled in the Ashram Meditation Hall to pray 



for our beloved Bhaiya. It was followed by a Hawan by our children. Students prepared 

songs, dances and skits to 

perform on that day. The 

children of Smile Group put up a 

dance on the mantra Gurur 

Brahma and also enacted the 

play Wizard of Oz. Our tiny ones 

from Bliss Group sang one of 

Pranjal Bhaiyas favourite songs 

Suraj Zara and also 

performed a small 

play on the story 

Chicken Licken. 



Three fools and 

Chicken for Dinner 

were two short plays 

performed by the 

children of Victory 

Group. The children of 

Perseverance and Progress Groups, 

Gratitude and Humility Groups danced 

Bhangra and Jazz respectively. They also 

put up small creative skits and songs in 

Odia. Bina di and Jagat Bhaiya 

mesmerised the audience with their Sitar 

and the Tabla.  



5ßÑ !äßÚÉÑØËÚ á .ÈÐÈÛßÈëÈØ- 5th December 

Remembering the legend 

On 5th December 1950 Sri Aurobindo left his body.  To 

honour the day everyone gathered in the Ashram 

Meditation Hall for a special prayer. The children sang a 

ÍÌè ËÌæÚâÑÚØÈÕ áÚØÏá 5ßÑ !äßÚÉÑØËÚ á "ÐÈÒÈØ and a 

hawan was arranged in the school. 

 



Christmas-25th December 

A Season of spirit to give and forgive 

Christmas, the celebration of love and care, was celebrated with the message of love and 

care. It was celebrated with our vibrant choir groups. The tree was decorated by the 

Aspiration group children. It looked gorgeous with balloons, bells, stars, balls and many 

decorative items. We 

started the programme 

in the evening on the 

Christmas Day itself.  

 All the groups sang 

carols related to the 

events of the birth of 

Christ and Saint 

Nicholas. All children in their bright red costumes were a delight to watch. The entire 

programme was superb and 

fabulous. The singing and dancing 

group enthralled the audience with 

their rhythm and coordination. The 

parents were also present on time to 

enjoy the programme. Palani Bhaiya 

who came here from Auroville was 



dressed like Santa and he came 

dancing to the beat of the song Jingle 

Bells and distributed candies to 

eveßëÚØÌ á ËÌÕÑÏÐâ  0Ø âÐÑá ÚÊÊÈáÑÚØ âÐÌ 

children of Peace Group presented a 

dance- Christmas time. The Victory 

Group children sang Raat Christmas 

Ki and danced on the carol - We Wish 

You A Merry Christmas. The children 

of Smile Group put up a dance on 

Thandi Hawa Chali Hai and sang 

Every Tiny Star and Silent Night.  

The Perseverance Group children 

sang Jingle Bells Rock, Christmas 

Tree and Door Ek Tara. The Progress 

Group children sang O Come All Ye 

Faithful and Nyari Raat. Little 

Drummer Boy, We Three Kings, 

Gloria and Door Aakash Mein Ek 

Tara were sung in tune by the 

Gratitude and Humility Group 

children. The girls of these groups also played a few carols on their flute. A few girls 



danced to the carol Jingle Bells Rock, Christmas Time Is Here, All We Need and Last 

Christmas. The Faith and Aspiration Group children sang the carol Charni Mein. At the 

end of the programme there was a group dance. The big girls danced to their tribal music 

in rhythm. Everyone enjoyed the programme thoroughly. 

 

 



December 31st 

Looking for another chance, standing on the old scaffolding 

A special midnight 

meditation was held in 

the Ashram on 31st 

December. The willing 

members participated 

in the programme. The 

New year calendar was 

opened and everyone 

wished each other for the coming year.  

New Year 

One more opportunity to renew and rejuvenate 



On the occasion of New Year, we assembled together in the Ashram Meditation Hall for 

a prayer and welcomed the New Year after bidding farewell to the year gone by. A 12-hour 

naam jap programme was arranged in the school meditation hall. All the children 

participated enthusiastically from 6 am to 6 pm. We thanked The Mother for a lovely 

year behind and aspired for a better year ahead.  

Republic Day 

Rejoicing the rich heritage of our country 

The day was celebrated in our 

school with great zeal. Meeta 

Didi unfurled the national flag. 

The school building echoed with 

the national anthem. To 

commemorate the day, the 

importance of the day and the 

sacrifice of our heroes were 

discussed. Everyone missed 

watching the Republic Day 

celebration ceremony on the 

television as they had to proceed for 

the Basant Panchami programme.  

 



Basant Panchami- 26th Jan 

Celebrating the Goddess of learning, music and art 

The advent of the Spring Season was celebrated with the occasion of Basant Panchami. 

Goddess Saraswati, the deity of knowledge and wisdom was worshipped on that day. One 

of the four aspects of The 

Mother, Maha Saraswati 

was invoked on this special 

day. The character of Maha 

Saraswati, her likings and 

dislikings were discussed after reading a paragraph from the book- The Mother by Sri 

Aurobindo. Everyone assembled to pray and to be blessed. The programme started with 

silence with The .ÚâÐÌß á music and the children of different groups put up the 

programmes they prepared in a very short time. The children of Bliss Group sang 

Saraswati Vandana beautifully and mesmerised the audience. The children of Peace 

Group exhibited their talent on the classical dance on the song Veena Vadini. The bhajan 

Hey Sarade Maa was sung beautifully by the children of Victory Group and the Smile 



group children sang Teri Veena Ki Ban Jaun 

Taar in tune and danced on the song Maa 

Saraswati Sarade in rhythm. The Girls of 

Progress group sang Hans Vahini and the 

children of Gratitude and Humility put up an 

orchestra. The children played raag Bilawal on 

the flute accompanied by the boys on their 

tabla in Teen Taal.  



Persistence and hard work can 

create miracles 

Sports rejuvenate the human spirit. 

It inspires the young ones not only 

with the new skills and tricks, but 



it also provides them 

with new values and 

ethics. Keeping that as 

the aim we celebrate our 

Annual Sports Day every 

year. This year too we 

celebrated the same on 

4th February with great 

enthusiasm and 

solidarity.  

The one-month rigorous practise of the 

children ended with the field cleaning, 

making paintings, drawings and writings 

of their experiences about their corners 

and the grand performance. All of them 

unitedly worked on the field decoration, 

made green rooms, put up tent for the 

guests and set mikes and music system. It 

was unbelievable how our young ones were 

trained in a few years so perfectly. They 

prepared different corners and trained the tiny ones for their physical demonstration.  



This time the children took Courage 

as the theme of  the event and 

displayed it in the field in their 

decorations. Children took Lion as 

its mascot and they made two 

beautiful lions in papier mâché 

which stood on the field 

courageously. They also made the 

same as the mementoes for everyone.  

Our dearest Tara Didi (Padmashri), Lt General Dr  Daljit Singh; DG, Armed forces and 

Medical Services, ASI Sh. Raman Lamba of Delhi Police and many parents were present 

to witness the grand event.  

The event had its grand opening by Tara Di lighting lamp which was followed by a small 

meditation with TÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á ÖäáÑÊ  6ÐÌ ÏßÈØË ÊÌßÌÖÚØë unfastened with a spirited and 

well-synchronised March Past by our hero warriors accompanied by the feisty song 



Kadam Kadam Badhayeja 

by our young  mentors. 

They saluted The MÚâÐÌß á 

flag and their national 

song echoed in the hills 

and l eft the spectators 

speechless. The children of 

peace group dressed up 

like animals and put up an 

action song Janwar ki 

Duniya which was created 

and tuned by their group 

teachers. Their final performance was unexpectedly good, which mesmerised the 



audience. The morning stage events ended with a Yogasan by all the children which was 

designed by our elder students only with a very little support from the teachers.  



Different corners like relay race , 

obstacle race, slow cycle race, 

running race were arranged for the 

children. Everyone participated in 

their respected corners 

enthusiastically. Presence of Tara di 

made the children more energetic as 

she herself was watching the events 

in the scorching sun. The children 

also played a basketball match, 

which is one of their favourite games. 

After a short meditation everyone 

dispersed for lunch and a nap. 

The children with their colourful costumes, holding 

their heads up presented themselves in the field for 

their final performance. Bhavna and Jagat with 

their booming voice resumed the programme. Our 

highly distinguished guests were welcomed to 

eyewitness our little ÚØÌ á demonstrations.  



The children of Unicycle corner welcomed the visitors with a small welcome song which 

was followed by a dance 

by the Perseverance and 

Faith group children on 

the musical chant 

Bhoomi Mangalam. The 

children of Bliss group 

performed an aerobic 

dance with dumbbells.  

The children of 

Perseverance Group 

fascinated the audience 

with their skills on their 

stilts. The little soldiers 

from the Victory Group performed an army drill being alert all the time. The children of 



Perseverance group 

also prepared a 

corner on Hula hoop.  

Mind blowing 

performance on roller 

skates was performed 

by the children of 

Perseverance and  

Progress group 

children. The children 

of Smile Group and 



Gratitude and Humility 

Group thrilled the audience 

with their gymnastics skills. 

A group of children from 

Perseverance Group 

onwards showed their 

courage, harmony and 

balancing skills by 

constellating different 

Pyramid postures which left 

the audience dumbstruck. 

The children from Progress 

Group, Gratitude 

Group and Humility 

Group showcased 

their skills on the 

unicycle. The 

programme was 

surreal and made it a 

memorable day for our guests and the spectators. 



The ceremony closed 

with an enlightening 

speech by Dr Daljit 

Singh. Everyone 

gathered on the court 

to thank the Mother 

Earth and invoked peace with Shanti Path. Tara di distributed mementos and sweets to 

everyone. It was a 

memorable day for 

everyone who made the 

programme so special.  

 

 



The Mothers Birthday- 21st February 

We bow to Thee 

Like every year, this year too, 

6ÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á "ÑßâÐËÈë èÈá 

celebrated with extensive 

programmes but in a serene 

environment. The following 

was the schedule for the day: - 

Meditation in the school 

The evening Programme was 

as follows: - 

Ghode jaise chaal- dance by 

Peace Group (Age 3+) 



Sabse achhi sabji kaun hai- 

play in Hindi by Bliss group 

(Age 5+) 

Shooting, quiz, The MÚâÐÌß á 

dictionary and sweet- skits 

by Victory Group (Age 

7+) 



Make your children battle ready 

Mother  The virtue a play by 

The Mother by Perseverance 

Group (Age 9 & 10+) 

Ascent to Truth- play by 

Gratitude group (Age13+) 

Flag down and Lights of Aspiration in the ashram at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 



Anuradha Sapru Kohl birthday-27th Feb 

Our sincere homage to the departed one 

Everyone assembled near the plaque of Mrs Anuradha Shapru Kohl to pay tribute on her 

birthday. Children did a few chants and prayed for the departed soul on this auspicious 

occasion.  

Holi- 8th March 

Spreading the message of Love and compassion 



We celebrate the festival of 

colours with lots of enthusiasm. 

The children prepared hand-

made colour powder using 

beetroot, spinach, turmeric and 

from the juice of different flowers 

and leaves. Many mouth-

watering food corners were arranged by the teachers for the students. The programme 

started with a short collective meditation in the prayer hall. Children sang different songs 

on Lord Krishna ji and songs related to colours.  



 

The .ÚâÐÌß á ÍÑßáâ ÈßßÑæÈÕ in Pondicherry- 29th March 

To Thee whom we ÊÚØáÌÊßÈâÌ 

Everyone gathered in the ashram Meditation Hall to commemorate the day with a special 

meditation. Children sang a few devotional songs. In the evening assembly Srinath 

Bhaiya spoke about the importance of the day. 



Visitors 

Welcome, Make yourself at home 

We welcomed our visitors heartily. We are grateful for their dedication and contribution. 

They support our children by giving their precious time to guide them in their academic 

field. 

Prakash Bhaiya, Anuradha Di and Anurag Bhaiya 

Dr. Prakash Verma has been 

taking online classes in Physics 

for the senior students of Kechla 

for a long time. During his stay, he 

taught Physics to the class 10th 

and 12th students. Anuradha didi 

helped the Smile Group children 

with their English reading. She 

also taught some basics of Odissi 

dance to a few children. 

Anurag Bhaiya helped the 

progress Group and 

Gratitude Group children 

with their Hindi.  



Sandeep Saha- 20th December to 27th December 

Sandeep Bhaiya has been taking 

online classes for quite some time. 

He helped the older children who 

are doing English Honours with 

their English. He also helped 

Basant in some of his commerce 

subjects. 

Nirankar Bhaiya- 25th December to 16th January 

Nirankar bhaiya taught Western Folk Dance to the senior students. He also coordinated 

âÐÌ ÌËäÊÈâÑÚØÈÕ âßÑÛ ÚÍ âÐÌ áâäËÌØâá ÚÍ 6ÐÌ .ÚâÐÌß á )ØâÌßØÈâÑÚØÈÕ 5ÊÐÚÚÕ ÈØË ÚÍ 5ßÑ 

Aurobindo School, Hyderabad. 

Shailja Bansal didi, her son and daughter-26th December to 30th December 



Shailja didi has been 

teaching Biology to the 

class 12 students by online 

mode. She visited Kechla 

with her son and 

daughter to enjoy the 

scenic beauty and to 

experience the serenity 

with her children. During their stay, she helped the children with their Biology. 

Sonali Gupta- 3rd to 16th January 

Sonali didi visited Kechla and spent 

time by taking classes for the younger 

children. 

Rupal Di and Vijaya Di- 3rd to 9th 

January 

Rupal didi, a doctor from Ahmedabad 

and Vijaya di, a retired teacher from Bangalore spent time in Kechla. They took classes of 

the older children. 

Gopa Saha and her husband- 22nd January to 26th January 

They are long time devotees. They enjoyed the scenic beauty of the area. 

Surya Di, Palani Bhaiya, Hari bhaiya- 22nd to 28th December 


